Alice  [ Lesia Sorochan ] Shelest

Alice was born on August 17, 1930, in Lamont, Alberta.  She grew up on a farm just south of the old Zawale church during her childhood years.  She attended elementary school in Zawale.  In 1941, she moved with her family to Cloverdale, British Columbia, and attended Lord Tweedsmuir Secondary School.  

In 1946, the family moved to Prince George, British Columbia, where she graduated from Prince George High School in 1949.  During her high school years she was quite involved in track and field, volleyball and basketball.  

After graduation she lived at home and worked for a year before moving to Edmonton in 1950 to attend McTavish Business College.  During this time she lived with her uncle and aunt, Peter and Anne Danelovich.  Upon graduation, she worked for the Canadian Army in Edmonton for about six months.  She relocated to Vancouver to be closer to her parents and to be with her ailing father.  She worked during the day and helped her parents with their mushroom farm in the evenings.  When her father regained his health, Alice moved to Prince George and worked in Pollard Brothers Garage and later at Industrial Acceptance Corporation.  

It was not surprising to her many friends in Prince George when she started dating her high school sweetheart, Frank Shelest.  Frank and Alice had been corresponding when Alice was in Edmonton.  Frank began courting her in earnest.  Frank and Alice were married on August 21, 1953, in Prince George.  Later that summer, Alice’s mother and father held a second wedding celebration in Burnaby, British Columbia.  

Alice terminated her job at Industrial Acceptance Corporation when she got pregnant [ as there were no maternity leaves during this time ].  Alice and Frank were blessed with a bouncing baby girl, Sandra, on July 7, 1954.  A year later, on July 9, 1955, a son, Robert was born.  With two very active babies, Alice and Frank felt like they had combative twins; although both parents survived.  When the children were one and two years old, Alice went back to work at The Bay Credit Department and later with Traders Finance Corporation.  During this time, Frank attended the University of Victoria and obtained a teaching certificate.  

In August, 1957, Frank accepted a principalship at Needles School, grades one to twelve, in the Arrow lakes School District of British Columbia.  In August, 1959, he changed schools and accepted a vice-principal position at Chase High School, in the beautiful and sunny Shuswap Lakes area.  Both of their children attended Chase schools.  During their early days in Chase, Frank continued working on his Bachelor’s degree by attending summer school at the University of Victoria.  They felt fortunate to raise their children in a small town like Chase.  Frank and Alice eventually built a new home and Frank continued his teaching and school administrator career until his retirement in June, 1985.  

Alice and Frank had special occasions to celebrate their son and daughter’s marriages.  Robert married the love of his life, Sherri Silovich, on July 10, 1976.  Another joyous celebration took place on November 11, 1982, when their daughter married Glen Vogstad.  

It was in Chase that they both became very involved in community life, volunteering for many social and community projects.  

Alice was secretary of the Chase Fall Fair Association until it ceased to exist.  She also got involved in organizing the Queen pageant and although not involved with it now, the original format that she set up is still very much in use today.  

Alice volunteered as a Girl Guide leader while Sandra was in elementary school.

Alice is also a Lady Lion and in June, 1998, received her 25 year Perfect Attendance Award.  It is also very coincidental that in January, 1998, Frank sponsored Alice into the Lions International on the 30th Charter Anniversary of the Chase Lions Club.  

In addition to the above involvements, Alice became involved with the Chase and District Recreation Center Society in trying to build a recreation Center.  She became office manager of all the voluntaries and was also involved in the money raising events for the center.  The community dream of a community center in Chase came true on January 29, 2000.  Alice organized the official opening of the new Chase Recreation Center.  

Frank and Alice have been very busy during the salmon run days of October.  Each year they work in the Lions concession booths.  

During the winter months, Alice and Frank both bowl in the senior leagues.  Frank curls in the senior men’s league.  

During the hectic voluntary activities, they took periodic trips to Prince George, Vancouver and Edmonton to visit with their relatives and friends.  From time to time, they would travel to Reno, Nevada, to try their Lion’s luck at the casino tables.

Frank continues his passions for golf and curling.  He has participated in many bonspiels throughout the many years.  Another of his passions has been to cultivate bulb flowers.  Meanwhile, Alice takes great pride each spring in regularly planting her garden and flowers in the backyard.  

Alice and Frank are proud of their accomplishments.  They both realized early in life that they had to work hard for the things they wanted.  They passed on to their children the values by which they grew up with and also by which they have lived.  Both have been role models of community involvement to their families.  

Both are now diseased.

